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HEN I publiſhed : my Sermon on TH 
| | oo Us or BoTANICAL dae 18 
preſented it to a character of the firſt eminence iin 
that line af. learning. ))) F V 
To whom can I ſend the following Cons1psraTIONs — 
ON THE ANIMAL CREATION, but to the Friend, without © 
whoſe perſuaſion and encouragement I ſhould harre 
brought neither of theſe ſubjects into the pul 7 „ 
5 ; . 8 ph | | | 
, ” 7 N EY | | No. | ; 
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1 have red; any cenſure] YoU teal, vc YOUR | 
ſhare of it; if I have done the public any ſervice, 
the merit is rather youss than mine, on more ac- 
counts than one: for it muſt be my own fault, Sir, 
if I have not ſucceeded the better for the benefit of 
converſing ſo frequently with you ; Who, from the 
ſtores of a cultivated mind, &an/ always furniſh ſome. 
thing uſeful and e 


e . 


That you may continue to be through life what 
you now are, a patron of the arts, an ornament to 
ad and a friend to true religion, is the ardent 
—_— of, Mr e ene bh * tid f e X. * 
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„ and. every thing that creepeth. upon the earth 


After bis kind: and God ſaw that it was good. SEN. i. 2 
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to which "A were appoint 
goodne 5 in the works of nature: and ſee 


in the creature, ſo f he ſees things as a m, and be- 
er of a divine pleaſure. )) 

to point out ſome of that 

is found in the vegetable | mi'*:; from 

a C See a Sermon o on the Religiows 155 of Botanical Plugs, 1 784. EET % 2 
115 | 155 3 ens 
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roceed to the aninal, "as er res 

the ſame 3 in the ſtrudture, qualities, and œconomy of 

living creatures; but confining n chiefly to thoſe ſpoken af 
in the text, Beaſts and catth. | 


When . and . life are EO TY different wigs 
are to be admired, but nothing is to be preferred ; for the wiſ- 
dom of the Creator, being infinite, is every where equal to it- 
ſelf ; to its works nothing can be added with advantage, nothing 
can be taken from them without Joſs. All things are perfect in 
their ſeveral kinds, and poſſeſſed of that goodneſs or ONS x 
Wan muſt be found ONT work of God. 1 


Vet there is a viſible ſeries. « or r ſcale i in the natural creation „ 
where thoſe derivative powers which are in the creature, riſe from 


the lower to the higher, and keep aſcending regularly till we 
can follow them no farther. When we paſs from a lower to an 


higher order of beings, ſome new faculty preſents itſelf to our 


admiration. Thus, betwixt plants and animals there are eſſen- 
tial differences, which immediately ftrike us. A plant is a ſyſ- 
tem of life, but inſenſitive, and fixed to a certain ſpot. An 
animal hath voluntary motion, fenſe, or perception, and is capa- 


ble of pain and pleaſure.” Yet in the conſtruction of each there 


are ſome general principles which very obviouſly connect them. 

It is literally as well as metaphorically true, that trees have limbs, 
and an animal body branches. A vaſcular ſyſtem. is alſo com- 

mon to both, in the channels of which life is maintained and 


4 


heulend. When the trachea, with its branches i in the "OY 1 
or the veins and arteries, or the nerves, are ſeparately repreſented, 
we have the figure of a tree. The leaves of trees have a fibrous 
and a fleſhy part; their bark is a covering, which anſwers to the 
ſkin in animals. An active vapour pervades them both, and 

perſpires from both, which is en to the proferrip of 

health and FRO: TE ae er 0 , 


be parallel might is extended to their wounds 5 a dite 

3 : but we muſt not be too minute, when our purpoſe is ra- 
ther to raiſe devotion than to atisfy curioſity. However, | it 
ought not to be omitted, that the vis vite, or involuntary 1 me- 
chanical force of animal life, is kept up by the ſame elements 
: which act upon plants for their e and ſupport, 55 1 
The organs 3 pu upon by the ar, are as the 
firſt wheel in a machine, which receives the moving power : 
heat preſerves the fluidity of the blood and humours, and a&s 


as an expanding force in the ſtomach, heart,” and blood- veſſels; 

vwhich force is counteracted from without by che atmoſpherical 
preſſure; for the want of which, the veſſels ule. N ruptured 

. by ain 5 bel 


rve ee ſyſtem, | 
accommodated by the Creator to the action of that ſab» 
reible bad. which in its differnt capacities we ſoractindy | 

ine, Late een 88 theven 

B - ras 


The 


on 1 881 nerves and e the functions 0 of which it will there- 
fore reſtore, and hath done in ſeveral caſes, WOO _ have been : 
| impaired by NR 1 or anon; oo 


© The animal bh and this forces of ke) are things re 
4 and wonderful in themſelves, and of ſuch deep reſearch, that 
I am afraid of venturing too far: but thus far I think we are 
ſafe, that animal life, conſidered only as motion, is maintained 
like the other motions of nature, by the action of contrary. 
forces; ;z in which there is 'this wonderful property, that neither 
appears | to have the priority; and their joint effect is a motion, 
which in theory is perpetual. The flame of a candle cannot 
burn without fire, nor be lighted without air: which of theſe is Po 
firſt we cannot fay, for they ſeem co-inſtantaneous ; and they 
continue to work N till the | matter r ail ha: wy” work. 


Thus hits an animal; is boar into as WP whe the als 
of life is lighted up, it is hard to give any precedence to the ele- 
mentary powers which ſupport it. The weight of the atmo- 
ſphere forces into the lungs, as ſoon as they are expoſed to its 

action, that air which i is the breath of life; but this could not | 
happen, unleſs the more ſubtile element were to een a rare 
faction within: and this reciprocation once beg 

through life: though it will fall if either of the e 
. do act "__ it. Wannen on the circulation of the blood 


#82. 


will flop; and che zi of air, or ths; adrmiffion of ab which + 
is ; improper, will extinguiſh the vital motion in the lungs. But 
here, as the power of the Creator is found to maintain a veget⸗ 
able life in plants where the neceſſary means ſeem to be wanting; 

fo, when we think the mechaniſm of animal life is underſtood, 
and that heat, and reſpiration, . and. circulation, are. all neceſſary 
to it, we look farther, and find animals livin g without reſpira- 
tion; ſome totally, and others (which is more wonderful) occa-- 
ſionally. Some are comparatively, if not poſitively, cold in their 
temperature; as thoſe which lie under water in the winter months. 
Theſe are unable to endure that, degree of heat Which is the liſe 
of others: as there are plants which fix themſelves upon the 
bleak head of a mountain, and will never be reconciled to a richer 
ſoil and a warmer air. Thus doth the wiſdom of God work by 


various ways to the ſame end; and animal life is maintained where 8 


means of life ſeem to be wanting. That the elements Which 
at upon the barometer and thermometer are neceſſary to animal | 
life cannot be doubted, however the receptive faculties of. organ, 
niſed matter may be varied. We have muſical ſounds from the 
pipe, the int ma the drum; but * never een the muſical 

| element 15 ain 105 % wht d 
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If v we pan Fe hs ao of thes e is, ; difplayed i in 
ar different kinds of anim s, the field is ſo large; that the time 
will permit us to conſider thoſe only. to, which. we. are: directed. 
by the words of the text, beaſts of the earth and cattle after their 
| kinds, And that we may proceed herein without confuſion, we 


1 „ 1 


"lit ied avintage of c pin und- Spnifiennt altneten; w " hi \ 
the holy ſcripture hath Arr to us for our Oy i 


The Law of Mo ofes, in the xiv 4 of l divides - 
the brute creation into two grand parties, from the faſhion of 5 
their feet, and their manner of feeding; that is, from the part- 
ing of the hoof and the chewing of the cud; ; which properties are | 
indications of their general characters, as 10 or tame. For the 
dividing of the hoof and the chewing of the cud are peculiar to = 
thoſe cattle which are ſerviceable to man's life, as ſheep, oxen, 
goats, deer, and their ſeveral kinds. Theſe are ſhod by the 
Creator for a peaceable and inoffenſive progreſs through life; as 
the Scripture exhorts us to be /hod in like manner with the pre- 


herbage, the diet of ſtudents and ſaints ; and after the taking of 
their food, chew it deliberately over again for better digeſtion ; - 

in which act they have all the appearance a brute can aſſume of 
penſiveneſs or meditation; which is metaphorically called rumi- 

.ag with e to this $a certain nn 


308 are theſe: but 2 we compare 13 beaſts of Ou eld 

and the foreſt, they, inſtead of the harmleſs hoof, have feet 

which are fwift to ſhed blood , ſharp claws to ſeize _— 
prey, and teeth to devour it; ſuch as drown ue" eo 
wolves, vane and ſmaller vermin. — "IO 
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paration of the goſpel of peace. They live temperately upon Og 


tr 1 


Where one af Moſaic marks js found, and the other is 


Vunting, ſuch creatures are of a middle nature between the wild 
and the tame; as the ſwine, the hare, and ſome others. Thoſe 
that part the hoof afford us wholeſome nouriſhment: thoſe ha 


are ſhod with any kind of hoof may be made uſeful to man; as 
the camel, the horſe, the aſs, the mule; all of which are fit to 


travel and carry burthens. But when the foot 3 is divided into 


many parts and armed with claws, there i is but ſmall hope of the 
manners; ſuch creatures being - in general either murderers, or 
hunters, or thieves; the malefactors and felons of the brute crea- 
tion : though among the wild there are all the a re 
of e * evil. n, 


E a gs „„ as s they arrange ben. 
ſelves under the two great denominations of wild and tame, with- 
out wondering at their different diſpoſitions and ways of life ! 


Sheep and oxen lead a ſociable as well as a peaceable. life: they 
are formed into flocks and herds ; and as they live honeſtly they Þ 
walk openly in the day. The time of darkneſs is to them, as to 
the virtuous and ſober amongſt men, a time of reſt. But the 
beaſt of prey goeth about in ſolitude: the time of darkneſs is to 
him the time of action; then he viſits the folds of ſheep and | 
ſtalls of oxen, thirſting for their blood; as the thief and the 
' murderer viſits the habitations of men Fi an opportunity of rob- 
bing and deſtroying, under the concealment of the night. When 


the ſun ariſeth the beaſt of prey retires to the covert of the fo- 
reſt 3 and while the cattle are {| preading thankdves over a thou- 
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Land Bills in ſearch of Pale, che tyrant e zeit 10 W 
himſelf down in his den, to ſleep off the fumes of his bloody” 


* 2. The 11080 of men are e not leß different than erf of 


r 


uche arne of the paare, n 05 ich the cattle ea thats: | 
| day, is to the howlin gs of a wilderneſs. in the night, ſuch is the 15 
virtuous life of honeſt labour to the life of the thief, the op 5 
pfreſſor, the murderer, and the midnight ga n Elle „who live upon 

the Tolle and gy 0 of dry men. 15 1 Ss i sc 


LES: ALLA EET: OF LA ORE TE 
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The different daalites and ae in which brute ' creatures 
excel, are as manifeſt proofs of the divine wiſdom as their dif- 
ferent modes of living. The horſe excels in ſtrength and cou- 

tage. His aptneſs for war is finely touched in the book of Job. ; 
Haſt thou given the horſe Prrength ? haſt thou chthed his neck - 
wih thunder He paueth in the valley, | and rejoiceth” in his 
 frrength :* he goeth on to meet the armed 7 men : "be mocketh at fear, 
and is not afrighted; neither turneth he back from the fivord u. 
When he heareth tlie ſound of the trumpets, and the noiſe of 
the battle at a diſtance, the, thunder of the captains and their | 


1 ſhouting, he ſignifies by his voice and his motion, that he is þ 
impatient to join them and be in action. The fox excels in 
ſubtilty and ſubterfuge; and his arts find employment for ſome 
amongſt mankind, who diſdain to buſy themſelves in 47 uſeful 

| ſtudy or labour for the benefit of the community. WE 
5 0 „ i Job * . 9. VVm‚V % « 71 85 15 E _ 4 7 by : 
Briten | 17 It The 
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The dog is gifted with 58 1 Miene and fidelity, . 
which which qualify him to be the guard, the companion, the friend  - | 
of man 3 and happy is he, who finds a friend as true and un- 
corrupt as this animal; who: will rather die by the fide of his 
maſter than take a bribe. of a ſtranger | to betray him. The ſenſe „ 
he is enabled te trace a ſingle perſon through acroud of 2 

people; is a gift of the Creator, which exceeds our comprehen- 
ſion: and many other examples of. th ſagacity of this creature 
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would be incredible, if they were not common and well-atteſted. 
* what. 1 1 8 _ are ee i is hard for 1 us to. | 


In all brute creatures there i is implanted an ardent attention to- 55 
ward their offspring, which prevails over. every other conſid | „„ 
tion. Even the, weakeſt creatures will undertake to defend ajHj = 
preſerve their young at the hazard of their lives. They do not 
leave their offspring to be attended for. hire by others, that they 
to follow their own unprofitable. pleaſures : this 

their greateſt pleaſure; and yet eee e + 5 
of diſcretion. Beaſts, with all their tenderneſs, are never be- 
trayed into any acts of falſe indulgence: their affection neyer gr | 
tifies itſelf with raiſing up their young to. an. een hm „ 
1 ane 6g WOES: as ſoon as they are well able to. 5 
Dreator bath given ther they are com- . 
pelled 55 their e 4s. provide for their own Wants. And, 


* 


through the divine bounty, the e to er, and 
| own labour is ſufficient agua e Kue r 


3 4 ht 


lotted to each, in which it does not encroach upon the reſt. 
The mountains and rocks are a refuge for the wild goats, wt ich 
climb over frightful precipices to a paſture here no other crea- 
ture can partake with them. The beaſt of prey is covered by 
the wood, and can feed himſelf according to his nature. Foxes, 
and other animals, have holes wherein they reſt and hide them 
ſelves under the earth. The ſheep bath a fold, the or hath a 
tall provided for chem 15 man; 1 aving | no covert provided by 7 


for few men are ſo un uſt as to TOW: e ON berg 4 treadeti f 
out py" corn. „ e 135 . 8 
The differett manners ur beaſts ad ct Wen with their ba 2 
4 upon the bounty of God, are briefly deſcribed to us in thoſe 
ſublime terms which ate peculiar to the Scripture. Thou makeſt; 


ein all the Sues "of "the: arg. 


8 Eh 2 


5 darkneſt that it may be night ; ; wh 
4% move. T! he lions roaring after their prey d ſe 
Gd. The fun ariſetb, and they get them” away toge md. 
them down in their dens. (Then) man' goerb forth to bis work 
aud to his labour until the evening; and thoſe ſerviceable worthy 
creatures, which" are the companions! of his labour, 80 along 
with Him. 0 Tord, how manifold are thy works; in wiſdom 
| haſt tho! YEW? them all; the earth is full of thy: riches. All crea- 
rates wait upon thes, "that thou mayſt give them their meut in due 
| raſon, 2 When thou groeſt it them, they gather it: und toben thai 
1 5 thine band they are you with" good How great is this | 5 
| idea! 


per ie is n the reach of every ſpecies, and'a place is Fl. 1 


ſelves. Beaſts of lahour are maintained by their labour; 
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idea! the Tt of. man ſcatters food to "MN fow. creatures ; that 


are about him; but e t ae of God 3 is Kaner d 4 . 
is fed and fatified, ee blew gan less dw 


. 


khe uſcfulneſs of « 4 ts ah 8 _— and; conve- 
nience of man, is a topic which would carry us out to a great 
length. The ſtate of, man, as an inhabitant of. this world, 


could not be maintained without them. From cattle we 


have food, and . raiment, and aſſiſtanee, and employment. 
| How wiſely and mercifully is it ordained, that thoſe creatures 
which afford us . wholeſome nouriſhment are diſpoſed: to live 
with- us, that we may live upon them. Their milk is o 
agrecable to the human conſtitution, and 10 pleaſant in itſelf, 
that it is celebrated among the firſt bleflin gs of the pro- 
miſed land. The wool of the ſheep gives us clothing, ſuch : as 
the. world: cannot equal: and late diſcoverjes-explain.to us an eſ- 
ſential difference between the vegetable clothing and the animal; 


the former of which draws off, the latter retains and promotes 


animal heat; and is found to aſſiſt in the cure of ſome very cri- 


tical diſtempers. What would the labour of man avail, without 


the ſtrength and patience of beaſts to aſſiſt him in the cultivation 
of the earth, and the neceſſary buſineſs of liſe? Even the ferceſt 
of creatures, made to be taken and deſtroyed , have their uſe; 
for, in taking and deſtroying. them, man is employed; and ſo 


one en parpas of his re life is eee, Whores. ; 
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TT +: 
- conſiders this, will find, that the true ſtate of nature is a Nate | 


of ſociety ; in which men are neceſſarily united againſt the beaſts 

of the field, which would otherwiſe prevail againſt them : and 
he is fitteſt to be a leader in natural ſociety, who can beſt defend 
others againſt their natural enemies the beaſts. Thus from the 


| nature of wild beaſts ariſes one of the employments of man, 


which is that of hunting: to which war is nearly allied, as an- 
other ſort of hunting; and it ſhould never be entered upon, but 
for reaſons the ſame with thoſe which arm us againſt the beaſts 
that would devour us; that is, for ſelf-defence: though it is 
too true in fact, that men hunt men for their ſpoils, as they 
hunt wild beaſts for their ſkins: and the ſcalps of men are the 
trophies of ſome, as the ſcalps of foxes are nailed up ohne 
. . . th Ie 2s 3263 


- Hunters and Weds auf s ans in . 3 
| he that feeds the ſheep is more honourably employed than he 
who purſues the lion. The attendance of man upon thoſe in- 
nocent creatures which God hath ordained: for his: a phage | 
ployment which ſucceeded to the life of paradiſe. The holy 

patriarchs and ſervants of God were taught to prefer Vi 6 
tion of ſhepherds. Their riches conſiſted in flocks and herds ;- 

and it was their pleaſure, as well as their labour, to wait upon 
them in tents, amidſt the various and beautiful ſcenery of the 


mountains, the groves, the fields, and ſtreams of water. The 


fancy of man hath always been delighted with the ſimple plea- | 
ſures of the paſtoral life; which probably afforded matter to the 
he | „ 0 1 . of - fir ſt 
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fiſt 3 before the tumultuous genes of war and daughter 0 
had been celebrated in verſe. Whatever the improvements f/ 
modern times may be, the imagination has a pleaſure i in reſi gn 
ing them all, to dwell upon the leſs improved manners of thoſe 
who lived in the purer ages. O happy ſtate of health, inno- : 
cence, plenty, and pleaſure; plenty without luxury, and plea- = 
ſure without corruption! How far preferable to that artificial ER 
ſtate of life, into which we have been brought by overſtraines 
refinements. in civilization, and commerce too much Paten ö 


where corruption of manners, unnatural, and conſequently un- 
| healthy modes of living, perplexity of law, conſumption of : 
property. and other kindred evils, conſpire: to render life ſo.vain 


and unſai tory, that many throw it away in deſpair, as not 
worth having. A falſe glare of tinſelled happineſs is found 
amongſt the rich and the great, with ſuch diſtreſſing want and 

miſery amongſt the poor, as natur knows nothing of; and which 
ein ariſe only from the gelle principles and ſelfih views N ex- 
alen ls Wea 496. e BY EH: 17 aft Beg 5 5 | 


it hath 'been 2 a qichtion, wheitic as world 204 ihe 
creatures that. belong to it were made for the benefit of man ? 


which queſtion, was well: argued, and wiſely determined in the | 
affirmative, by the philoſo phical orator of Rome; but the mo- 


dern infidel, to make man an inconſiderable being, has l = 
propenſity to the negative; and ſome poets, in their way of ar, 1 
guing, have attempted to make the ſubject ridiculous. We ſer Mm l 


thats even. the fierceſt creatures have: their Who by driying men 


into 


— 


*T a4 4 


into ſociety for their” WW defence.” All reste in general 
are the ſubjects of man, whoſe dominion is eſtabliſhed by a char-. 
ter from heaven. By the reaſon aid underſtanding of man, the 
ſwifteſt are overtaken, And © the? ſtrongeſt are overpowered!: : he 
can take them as his property, manage chem as His ſervants, 
confine them as his captives, and deſtroy them at his pleaſure : 
they are impreſſed with a fear and dread of him, as if they n 2 
ſenfible of his power. Moſt of them ſefve to ſome natural uſe; 
but all have heir intellectutl ue, in giving neceſſary OY 
leſſons of wiſdom to the mind of man. Thie goodneſs of "God 
is no where more manifeſt than in this intellectual application of 
brute animals and their properties; he one creature upon earth 
can make that uſe of, man, which man inakes' of all the'reſt; 
n rendering himſelf, if he e will. a better reaſoner,” A better citi- 
Zen, a more devout worlpipper of God. This is fo i ta 
part of our preſent ſubject; 0 curious e ad aka n by ; las i 


to the improvement of the hun n und mu 
beg your attention, while 1 divel 1 it is far as the tine will | 
© "oe 


1. Firſt was we at ond ba ce ad. ereeping 
things of the earth, many of our beſt” ideas. of moral good and” 
evil. As it was faid by Solomon, bp Go to' the ant, conſider her 


* ways and be wiſe +. io might it be ſaid with parity of reaſon, 4 


go to the ſheep for a pattern of ſubmiſſion and obedience : 7190! 


to the ox for an example of patient labour. G0 to the ſwine; 
confider its s ſtubborn APO.) "ity! eee and my. 
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2 The Qrotiany are always tes opal beaſts, 155 bellies * * 1 be 


* 40 


ground, [and is incapable : of ed, that it can brech walk. i 


And {uch;1 18 man, if he is a ſlave; 1 bodily appetites; his 
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feet are retarded by the heavinels 3 Fe his | nature, and he can 


make no r greſs 1 n any work 0 
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5 36-1219 2" 346 2 dat ior net a 
"The Fa man. was inſtructed in Pai HS the lier 
brute. creatures „ which, God ſummoned, before him for his ables 
LET 41 [38 , 37 
"Ns Th e. firſt - writing | in the world Was by Pictures and 


4 123 4 151 1 bs 1 $443 4 
forms, of animal life, for 155 1 of religious. and mora 


1313 


truth, to the mi mind, Peter . alphibetical cal'writing was ili ale. Te 


en or Uixeneſſes Bad age ab ul by the idolaters of E gypt, 


lo God forbad the ule of them, and appointed the alphabetical : 


118 ignatures in thei 1 5 : which Rift dcn ſome traces of ; 


old anim obs” Bk al forms 1 . 8 he moral” ables" of antiquity are chiefly | 


L943: > Of cle 1 He 241 1 
fou nded on the SR and manners ww brite creatures, 1 h 


4 3 


are made to converſe and reaſon according to "the view 
tempers of each, and ſo to zive "notice, of the wa ys of ron 
1 God i Aide 0 eople e 


on LVL #1516 | 
forts 0 men. Aid 
1 ef rent lin ct 70 Baivig n ad; bas 00 Yu 
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ec 925 4 


® Kenlss 4 Trat, axe epa, yarig agyate Tit. i. ba, ine al Bie 
4 See ſome very ingenious obſervations on the Origin and Progreſs of Alphabetic | 
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l of 1106 by Gabe wer aide as- cap r order their” 
converſation. The untlean,”ahd the" rapacious, were abe, 
and, as it were, excommunicated ; the uſeful, gentle, and obedi- 
ent were ſelected for food and facrifice. The prophets explain 
things in the fame * way. Nauab, deſcribes the converſion of crael 
and immoral heathens to. the | ſpel 8408 18 peace; Under“ the fig ns 
of a miraculous reformation amongſt i wild beaſts of l. 
earth; when the lion thould ear ſtraw Ii lite the or, the wolf and 
the lamb ſhould feed together, and all the favage kinds ſhould 
put off the nature of evil beaſts, as formerly when they had all 
lived quietly under the ſanſe roof in Noah's ark, A figure of the 
church of Chriſt. The New "Teſta nent carries on the ſame | 
mode of inſtruction, and Peter is 1s tay ght i in a viſion that a com- 


wu 


f munication was to be opened between he Jew? and the Gentiles, 1 


under the figure of a liber 
' now to be made clean 5 Thais reception re 75 che 
goſpel . Even the ill qualities of the great adverſary of man- 
kind are ſet forth for our dread and abhorrence, from Oenghe to 
the Revelation, under the emblem of the old ſerpent, curſed above 

every beaſt of the field ; inſidious, inſinuating, double-tongued, 2 
and having the power of death in his' bite. We fee him again 
under the emblem of a roaring lion, goin 4 about and ſeeking 18 

What he may deyour. Thus are all creatures ferviceable, both = 
good and bad, in giving \ us ; ideas for the i N ne wor af” the 

mind and . | wk +27 e The ens art i ll. 
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193 1 
4. Wo may obſerve next, that induſtry-and pQivity-ave tech- 


anos to us by the example af the whole: animal creation; A 


work that they may eat; and therefore, he who does not work 
is not fit to live. All creatures /ee& their meat from God: it is 


not provided for any of them in an indftive ſtate, but they-muſt 
employ themſelves to find and obtain it. Birds of the air are 
upon the wing from morning till evening. Wild creatures muſt 
hunt before they can be fed. Some partake -of that ſentence ob 
labour paſſed upon man after the fall; and labour with him for 
: ke A If it is. then the appointment of, God, that all 
his creatures ſhould be in action, the idle man is a manſter in 
the c „ who miſt pay for his offenen cither by poverty; 
fickneſs, ignorance, or wice; and muſt in ſome reſpect another: 
become a nuiſance to fociety : on which conſideration, it is a 
great evil in government to maintain ar, or 40 nee | 
want“ of a tn: to. live 2 Latin E 3011 16 * 2364] 1 ad 2 1 
2 From the fiats'of beats lr in of mam as 
God hath wiſely eſtabliſhed it, the parallel is very . for by 


| mene 


12 
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— beaſts we find the two cloſes of wild 3 
totally differing in their manners, and in a ſtate of hoſtility with, 
each other. Nan is over them all, to feed the gentle and do- 
. meſtic, to reward the laborious, and to ſecure them from the ins. 
curſions of the common enemy. To che one ſort he is 489 
vernor and protector; to the other an awenger, ho ought nat 


5 


fo 1 


ae be himſcdf muſt 
ee ue e eee e | 
A e 5 


e to Fappo "this law of: fabborilination and A ſubjection » 
to be diſſolved: let us ſuppoſe the authority of man to be with- 


drawn; and all animals abandoned to their natural liberty: what 1 
would be the conſequence? The ſwine would make his part 


good by his impudence, and would root up the fruits. of the 
 earth'in fields or gardens at his pleaſure. Foxes, and other ver- 
min, would no longer be thieves, becauſe there would be none 


to judge them, and ſo they would take what they wanted by na- 
tural right. The wolves would ſcatter the ſheep and tear them 55 
to pieces: the dogs, having no maſter to encourage and direct 
them, would forget their duty, and join the enemy: and thus 
the beſt part of the animal creation would become a prey to the | 
. worſt. The dogs might perchance quarrel ſometimes with a 
1 0 —— . radon . 


91 1 ; n s 


ts axe yrs 60 this ets, eee 
the ſheep, that the power of the ſhepherd. is an impoſition, a 


_— 


* 


tares' are born free and equal; and that they would ſee bleſſed: = 


ee ener deer per , cooper 1 


The wolf that ſhould thus argue for univerſal liberty, 


would be wife wolf; for he would ſoon be a gainer: but the 


- 


, eee . and bring up her lambe 


baſe encroachment of that tyrant and uſurper man; that all crea- 


19 1 
EEE 3 
bon n chaſed out of her. nen in rried- out ß -} 


ee nigh e eee ee a. 
e e There is a fort of them with hard and unfeeling 


tempers, impudent idle diſpoſitions, voracious e 


and endleſs wants: who will puſh themſelves into ir 5 | 
and make their party good either by importunity or by force. 
There is another ſort, modeſt, ſober, and gentle; fearful of of- 
fending, and contented with a little. This difference, ſo obvious 
and indiſputable, is totally" overlooked by thoſe who plead for 


univerſal liberty and natural equality: for men are no more _ 
in their natures than the uh ju eee, 


ing liberty to be univerſal, the bold, the im t, the idle, ae — 
rapacious inſtantiy make their fortunes eee eee - [| 
ard: the Pn, Therefore theſe can never live together in che 
world, but under the ordinance of God, who has appointed n 
authority of law and magiſtracy, which lays a common reſtraint 
upon all: whence all good men, who mean well and know their 
duty, will pray for thoſe who are in authority, that God would 
direct their counſels and ſtrengthen their hands in the execution 
of his laws, for the common good: that the fences may not be 
weak, nor the beaſt of prey find friends and accomplices within _ 
the fold. It is of pernicious conſequence to the peace of man- 
kind, that there is a certain wild ſpirit of reforming policy, which, 
whether it works * the commanding air and garb of philoſo- 

D 2 CE 0g "Or. 
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phy; er with the powers of oratory, or the fancies of poetry, 
can never reft till it has made men wolves to one another; for, 
as things are, this muſt be the effect of natural equality brought 
to its proper iſſue. If we would "_ like met, let " firſt in- 
eſtabliſhed in the world : this will be our beſt philophy.. When 
oratory. takes us off from this ground, it is nothing but ſophiſtry ; 
potted "when nne che nature of 195-408 OI 


7 Bat: e TU as 7” animal a eee 
the mam“ inveredds/ of man in, fin ye it leads us farther on to 
the attributes and perfections of God; as the ſtream, if we trace 
it-upwards, muſt bring us to the fountain, The whole world, 
| an effect, is ſo conſtituted as to inſtruct us in the nature af its 
eauſe. Thus the effect of motion in the. world. dem 
eaſe which has motion from. itſelf, and in which all other mo- 
tion; muſt begin. Derivative life in living creatures, muſt deſcend 
from a life which is original; nn | | 


e FR ena ane heh. 


| The faculty of fight, 0 piercing and 88 in me Ccrea- 

' tures, and fo neceflary to all, direfts us to an all- ſeeing power, 
from which nothing can be hid. He that made the eye muſt 
_ ke with perfect light, and be the witneſs of our ſeerct thoughts. 
The appearance of mechanical art in animals, which is wonder 
„„ 
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tion of that confammate- art and fill which are in the Creator © I! 
 Hinnſelf. Natural affection in animals toward their young. is — 
proof that che Creator, who infaſed i, hath the fame a T 115 1 
bis vii creatürdr; PSC i 
T ͤ da 5 | | 
as a fign or pledge of his on tender mercies to us: can a w. 
man forget her fucking child,” that Jhe ſhould not have compaſſion : | | 


on the fen her womb ?' Tea, they may forget, yet will not T for Ea 
get thee.” Our Saviour infiſts upon à ke example in nature to 
give us an idea of his own tenderneſs toward his People; „„ 
often world F have- gather ty children together, even. as a z Ben — 
rat rhereth her chickens under ber wings I From theſe and othe: 


exarnples'we infer with certainty, ” that whitſbever "is good 
or excellent im the creature, the orig z700dn 


in the Creator himſelf ; the whote world being as it were à tran- 

g 75 * 1 <7 $4 EL © TX 
feript or transfuſion | of the Divine mind. W | 8 Ty: 
r Vis & $4 2% 1 1 1 - Its Lf Yar ha 2 2 a l 7 a 2E i ty 20 4 


TE Laſtly, fro conti slit of thoſe wonderful i inſtints . 
which are found eee creatures, it ſhould be' our earneſt de- 
fire and our higheft ambition to have God for our teacher. The 
ſtork, the turtle, the crane, and the fwallow, know their ap- 
pointed times &, and fin an unbeaten inviſible track through "11% 
the air, and over the wide ocean to a diſtant climate. The 


: ou ſpreads and fuſpends its web by the niceſt  rutes of 
"IHE Vere; che architeer of the waters, buitds-an Habita- 
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tion which no human n acct 0x.excouts. The. 
bird weaves a neſt of untractable materials, Which it Pose and 
_ adjuſts without any difficulty. The bee deſigns with u 
kill what no geometrician could teach, and meaſures it 
the dark. As a chemiſt, it has the grand ſecret, of tranſm 
tion; extracting | the ſweeteſt of meat from the moſt 22 of. 
herbs. 
practice and experience! ! "Jar have no > elements, to learn, hut are, 
yell; read by immediate infuſion. From the ſame power, Wart 
in the ſame compendious manner, did the apoſtles on the day of ; 
Pen tecoſt attain to the knowledge of all languages without learn-, 
ing them, The working of God is to us as unaccountable in 
the one way of teaching as in the other And doth not God Rill 
give to man a ſenſe and a power ſuperior to reaſon, when he ap- 
pears plainly to have given ſuch a power to inferior creatures? 
Will not he ſtill teach man, who continueth to teach the beaſts 
of the earth and the fowls of heaven ? Therefore, if any man 
lack wiſdom let him aſk of God, 1 
s liberally as to brutes; and they have a promiſe that they ſhall 
be anſwered if they apply for direction. Where ſhall the ant or 
the bee go, but to the Creator, to learn what no reaſon of man 5 
can. teach them? And whither, ſhall man go but to the fame T 
teacher ? The knowledge he wants is not from himſelf, but from 
the ſpirit of truth, and the word of Revelation; and now, by 
the ſending of the Holy Ghoſt, and the puhlication of the goſs 
pel, we ſee that fulfilled which was written in the prophets, they 
ſhall be all taught of God: the grace of God hath been given to 
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E . 1 
Ä — i 1 
kinds of living creatures: and ſo God is juſt and equal in all his x 5 
works: eee eee eee we ob- 
in the of grace; which is the better and 
the wiſer way upon all accounts : and he who pretends to have 
by nature what God giveth by grace, is more W and 
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6. bis the whale; the 3 OW ſets, before us.the moſt | 
evident aſſurances of che Divine wiſdom, Dower, and goc 2 
and our duty, i in reſpect. to this ſubject. i is equally plain from what 
has. been faid. As the government of all creatures is committed 
to man by the Creator, not obtained by chance, it muſt be con- 
W ys 8 os which we are ſeriouſſy and faithfully to dis- | 
n are fit to be kings, and are ſtrangely 
apprehenſive, of deſpotifin : | yet is every man an abſolute monarch 7 
over theſe poor brute ſubjects; often ſhamefully abuſed by the 
wanton, the paſſionate, and the hard-hearted ! A righteous man, : 
who doeth good from a ſenſe of duty, regardeth. the h e .of 1 bis 
beaſt * ; he abſtains from all cruelty ;' he rewards the labour of 
his brute ſervants and domeſtics, and delights to render their lives 
as eaſy and comfortable as he can; knowing that he muſt give al 
account of this as of every other truſt. In their natural capa- 
city, he uſes them for his benefit with thankfulneſs to their 
Maker: in their intellectual application, he derives improvement 715 = | 
| to his mind from the NO of * natures. That , 
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and the fowls of heaven ; how they perform what. ſurpaſſes the 
power of reaſon, becauſe God worketh - in them; let us apply to 

their teacher, that he may aſſiſt us in all the works art to 
the faving of our fouls ; chat we may be as wiſe for the, next : 
world as they are are for their well- being i in this world. | What t 
Woerer gifts and talents are neceſſary to them, they h 
without aſking, for they cannot alk : what, we. want, 

pray for; God having | is teachi | ng unto us an object 
choice, and endued' us with ſpee peech for t] | eat e er id; 
to him and p 


him. To hi im there refore, who 
who only hath immortality, the the Lord and giver of life | 
magnified in all his works, even 6 Father, r, the | 
Holy Ghoſt, three perſons and one God, be aſcribed al honour, 
gloty, power, and dominion, now and for erermore, Amen. 15 
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